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General Manager’s Message
As we go to print here in late
March, spring has sprung! Warm
temperatures and little precipitation
combined to create field conditions
suitable for nitrogen applications on
wheat stands in many areas. Manure
application was underway, and
many growers took the opportunity
to fertilize forage stands. We’ll see how it goes. Environment
Canada suggests that, historically, 10 – 30% of annual snow falls
can occur after the first day of spring on March 20th. Spoilsports!
Great to get some work done, get some equipment out and get it
tested. We even broke some stuff! Your Co-op is in great shape for
spring. Our bulk fertilizer shed is full, bagged fertilizer is all here
and farm deliveries are in full swing. Seed and crop protection
product shipments are arriving almost daily. Twine and bale
wrap shipments have begun to arrive, and we will be scheduling
deliveries of all booked and pre-paid product.
It is great to see you back in our stores! We sure appreciate the
business you were able to send our way while we were locked
down. BBQs, power equipment, patio furniture and lots of great
looking plants and gardening supplies are rolling into our stores
and garden centres. Grab some time in our green houses to line
up your live-good, seed and bulb requirements early. Supplies of
gardening product are expected to tighten up early again this year.
Our feed division has been very busy! Top quality feeds from
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Masterfeeds, coupled with Alltech technology, continues to keep
our feed product line, one of the most progressive in the country.
Chick Days are here and there is still time to get chicks ordered. Be
sure and get a Chick Club card. Keep track of your 10-bag purchase
and get a free bag! Remember, if you have on-farm grains for sale,
drop a sample into your local branch and we will see if we can help
move it for you.
As you are likely aware, on March 11th, we held our Special
Member Meeting. A positive vote in favour of the amalgamation
was received from the members, but not in the majority required
from North Wellington members, to proceed with the project.
The Directors form both co-operatives will be reviewing future
plans, but in the meantime, it will be business as usual. Two cooperatives working together, to gain efficiencies, and economies
of scale. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give
me a call in Harriston or Teeswater.
Have a great spring, work safe, plant the best garden ever, and as
always, thank you for allowing us to help you make your spring
work!
Regards....

Kelly Boyle

Seed Supply
Did you forget about a field or come across new land? Do you
need to patch-up a Winter Wheat field or touch-up a pasture? NWC
is your destination for in-season seed needs. We carry a wide range
of high yielding corn, soybeans, spring grains, canola, alfalfa, and
grass seed to meet your field’s needs. If you run a few bags short,
call your NWC Crop Specialist or stop into your local branch!

Grower Pesticide License
Did you update your grower pesticide license over the winter?
If so, please call or email NWC with your updated expiry date
and number so we can add this to your account. Without an up
to date license, we cannot sell you agricultural pesticides. If you
need to give us this information, contact Justine in Harriston, or
email the information to crops@northwellington.ca.

Helping you
make backyard
memories.

TM
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Winter Wheat - Assess Your Stand!
Now that the snow has melted, it has given growers a great
opportunity to assess their winter wheat stand. A lot of the local
winter wheat looks excellent, but we still encourage growers to get
into their fields to take a closer look. When assessing your winter
wheat stand, take these things into consideration:
1. How many plants are there per foot of row? OMAFRA data
suggests that at 20 plants/foot of row has 100% yield potential, and
as low as 7 plants/foot of row has 90% yield potential. BUT, keep in
mind, 7 plants per foot is LOW, and you are likely setting yourself up
for a +/- 70bu under ideal growing conditions. It is just as important
to understand how many tillers per plant. This will also help you
gauge your fields’ yield potential. For maximum potential, winter
wheat stands should have between 450-600 total heads (main
stem plus tillers). To achieve this, generally you need 12-17 plants
per foot of row + tillers.
2. Are the plants all plants well rooted? Frost heaved plants that
have their roots attached at the surface will look green in April, but
these plants will not survive. Do not count them when doing your
stand counts.
3. If you must rip it up, have a back-up plan. After assessing the
field in April, it still might be too close to call if its worth keeping
or not, and it may make sense to apply some nitrogen and sulphur.
This will encourage the plants to green-up and start tillering. BUT
you must keep in mind that if after adding the fertilizer the wheat
still doesn’t look good (or at least in pockets of the field), and you
will need to plant another crop. If you’re plan B is soybeans, we
suggest only applying 40-50lbs of nitrogen. But if your plan B is
corn or spring grain, apply up to 70lbs of N on your first pass. A split
Nitrogen program is strongly recommended for the late planted
winter wheat. If you do need to re-plant some areas/the whole
field, NWC’s seed partners often have in-season seed programs to
help lower the cost of the seed. Ask you NWC rep on how to access
these savings.
Since every field situation is different, we would suggest talking to
your NWC crop specialist to develop a plan for your winter wheat.
Remember, it all starts with assessing where your crop is at—so get
out there and check it out!

COVID-19 and the Spring Planting Rush
With the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, NWC is committed to helping our farmer customers plant their spring crops as efficiently and
safely as possible. Here are some protocols to be aware of for this
upcoming season:
• Please do not come into the branch if you are not feeling well. For
us to serve the area’s farmers we need to keep our staff healthy.
• If you are wanting to pick-up seed, chemical, fertilizer, store items,
etc. we please ask you call ahead so we can arrange a safe and efficient pick-up. You can contact your Crop Specialist, or the Harriston
Branch at 519-338-2331.
• When we are dropping off items, please keep your social distance
from our drivers (2m or 6’). If there are items to unload by hand,
please let us know where to place them, and we can unload them.
We thank you for your co-operation and understanding in advance.

North Wellington Co-op Memorial Bursary
In memory of Gerald Raby, former General Manager of North
Wellington Co-operative Services
North Wellington Co-op in partnership with Partners Indemnity
Insurance Brokers Ltd. offer four bursaries of $500.00 each annually
to applicants who fall under the following criteria:
• Applicant’s parent(s) must be member(s) of North Wellington
Co-operative Services Inc.
• Lives in North Wellington Co-operative Services Inc.’s trading area.
• Graduating from secondary school and attending post-secondary
education in the application year OR be attending post-secondary
education in the application year and have graduated from
secondary school in the previous year.
• Have high academic achievement in secondary school have
shown involvement in extra-curricular and community activities.
The North Wellington Co-operative Services Inc. Board of Directors
will make the selection from complete applications received by
the deadline and the bursary will be presented at the student’s
secondary school commencement exercises when possible.
Applications can be found at our website, northwellington.ca, or
from your school guidance office. Applicants for this bursary must
complete the application in detail and forward it postmarked no
later than August 1 to:
North Wellington Co-operative Services Inc.
ATTN: Memorial Bursary Committee
56 Margaret St S
PO Box 700
Harriston ON N0G 1Z0

Pre-Seeding Checklist
As we are head into the spring planting season, many growers are
excited to hit the fields. Here are some pre-seeding tips to help
make your spring season a success:
• Seed - do you have all your seed in your shed? If so, make sure you
organize it so if gets planted into the correct field, at the correct
seeding rate.
• Equipment - Make sure you planter is field ready. Starter fertilizer
system working, no worn bushing/discs, can be set at the proper
seeding depth, etc. If you till, ensure your tillage tool(s) are level,
replace worn out discs/teeth, no worn bearings, etc.
• Fertility - Take time to review your crop plan you developed
with your NWC rep over the winter season, and know what fields
get which fertilizer blends, and when. Remember when ordering
fertilizer from NWC, try and give us as much lead time as possible,
ideally a minimum of 1-2 days. This will help allow us to schedule
our deliveries and fertilizer spreaders so you can keep planting
efficiently.
• Safety - make sure all the safety guards on your equipment are
in place, and fire extinguishers are available in tractors and trucks.
Make sure you get adequate rest and nutrition during the planting
season. Many aspects of farming can be dangerous, and prevention
can go a long way to keeping everyone on your farming operation
safe.
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Co-operative Young Leaders Program
CYL is a unique summer camp experience for youth ages 1418. This series of week-long programs brings young people
together from all across Ontario to learn about and practice
the International co-operative principles, communication, and
leadership through games, team building and community
projects.
Explorers (ages 13-14)- A: July 18 - 23, 2021
		
B: July 25 - 30, 2021
		
C: August 1 - 6, 2021
Trailblazers (ages 15-16)- A: August 8 - 13, 2021
		
B: August 15 - 20, 2021
Visionaries (ages 17-18)- July 10 - 16, 2021
North Wellington Co-op would like to sponsor tomorrow’s leaders
today!
If you are interested in the Co-operative Young Leaders Program
or would like more information, contact Jaime Henderson at
jhenderson@northwellington.ca.

From the Feed Pen

Raise a
healthy
flock at
home.

‘

Raise a healthy and productive backyard flock with the
Masterfeeds’ Poultry Nutrition Program. Our nutrient-dense
diets contain wholesome grains and vegetable proteins balanced
with minerals and vitamins. Our formulations can improve egg
production and egg shell quality while maintaining the good health
of your chickens, turkeys and/or ducks.
For more information about Masterfeeds’ Poultry Nutrition
Program, contact your local Co-Op Representative

*With the Chick Days
Collector Card.
Offer valid Mar 1 to
Sept 30, 2021.

*

Energy Notes
Spring is upon us, please contact the energy team if your fuel
equipment requires any spring maintenance, this could include
something as simple as your tank needing washed. Our wash team
will be out in full force this summer and we would love to know
about any tanks that could use some suds. Now is also a good time
to review energy program offerings available to you. Please review
and reach out to the energy team if you are interested in getting
anything set up before the busy spring season!
Max Cap: Now through spring is a good time to consider a max
price contract for this coming year fuel requirements. Max price
contracts allow you to “cap” the price of your fuel, while still getting
the lower rate if the market is lower through out the year. Due to
higher market volatility, we are currently only able to offer 6-month
terms on these contracts, but we do expect our regular 12 month
offering to return in the future.
Finance your Fuel: Farm fuel can be financed on FS Finance. Easy
to apply, great rates, finance all your crop input needs (including
fuel) with one program. No other supplier can finance all your crop
inputs together in one place. If you have questions about applying
for FS Finance or increasing your existing limit, please contact
Jackie at the Harriston head office.
There are many ways to contact the Energy Division with your
inquiries or order needs. Please see below or scan the QR code.
Please note the “Cell” number provided receives text messages
ONLY.

All Phase 20
A balancer pellet that is versatile to use to ensure your horse is
meeting nutrient requirements and getting complete nutrition
when only feeding forage or when feeding a feed that needs
increased Protein, Vitamins and Minerals.
All Phase 20 is low in calories and NSC (Non-Structural
Carbohydrates).
If you need any assistance with
ration balancing please contact
your local North Wellington
Branch.
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Chick Day Colouring Contest

Chick Days
Chick Days are here again at North Wellington Co-op. As a valued
member, we wanted to remind you that we are now taking orders
for your 2020 poultry needs. We have a variety of options for you to
choose from through Frey’s Hatchery. Come in and we can get your
order processed.
We do require that your order is placed a minimum of 2 weeks
before the delivery date. That is also a great time to book your
appointment with a certified kill plant. A few local plants are
Country Poultry Processing in Wallenstein (519-698-9930), Schefter
Poultry in Gorrie (519-335-6791) and ENS Poultry in Elora (519-8469290).
Delivery dates for 2021 are: April 13 & 27, May 11 & 25, June 8 & 22,
July 6, August 10, September
21, and October 5. There will
be a small order surcharge if
the total order is under 10 day
old chicks or 6 ready to lay
chickens. We once again have
our Chick Club Card. Be sure to
ask about this program when
you order your chicks.

Chick Days Recipes
We suggest that you order your birds at least 4 weeks in advance
and that you have meat birds booked in for processing before
ordering. To order, contact your local branch.
This month’s recipe has been contributed by Janny Simmons and is
for Grandma’s Chicken Casserole. To have your recipe featured in
our newsletter, please send to jsimmons@northwellington.ca.
3 cups chopped cooked chicken
2 cans cream of chicken soup
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
3 cups plain crispy bread crumbs
6 tbsp. melted butter
1. Pre-heat oven to 350F.
2. Place chicken in an ungreased 9x13 glass baking dish. Spoon
soup evenly over chicken, then sprinkle with cheese.
3. In a medium bowl, stir bread crumbs and melted butter;
sprinkle over cheese.
4. Bake for 30-35 minutes until cheese is melted and bread
crumbs are a nice golden brown.

Employee News
We would like to welcome the following to the North Wellington
Co-op team!
Colton Tilker – Harriston
Sandra Nanninga – Mount Forest

56 Margaret St S, PO Box 700
Harriston ON N0G 1Z0
ph: 519-338-2331 fx: 519-338-3513
harriston@northwellington.ca

377 Garafraxa St S
Durham ON N0G 1R0
ph: 519-369-2415 fx: 519-369-6383
durham@northwellington.ca

People together are stronger

Colouring sheets are available to print from our website and at
the counter of your local branch. There are under 15 and over 15
age categories.
Return your coloured page to any of our 4 branches for a chance
to win! For further information, call any of our 4 branches.
Good luck and happy colouring!

Garden Corner
By: Paula LaRocque
North Wellington Co-op would like to say “we have missed
all your smiling faces” and are happy to see you again now
that our doors open with limited capacity. We ask that when
entering the store you continue to wear your mask and
sanitize your hands at the provided stations at each entrance.
March has brought warmth, sunshine, and some double-digit highs,
and now with April upon us, we need to get our gardens turned
and nutrients back into the soil along with some April showers to
bring May flowers! If you are looking for garden fertilizer please
speak with your nearest Garden Centre Specialist as different
plants enjoy different nutrients, or add our 10-10-10 fertilizer to
perk things up as it is an excellent all-around fertilizer. We are here
to help, so please do not hesitate to call us or drop by for a visit.
Our Garden Centres are in full swing for seeds, onions sets, seed
potatoes and we are ready to take your strawberry root orders
which are 25/bundle. Anyone wishing to order sweet potato
vines should place their order soon as the vines are not cold
tolerant and will not be delivered until early June. Please call
in ASAP, to place your order as we have condensed our pickup dates. The Mount Forest branch will also have second-year
asparagus plants for sale on a first-come, first-served basis.
April weather usually means our cold crops such as kale,
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, leeks, and our famous
locally grown candied onions are the first of our
vegetables to come in. Weather permitting, all other
veggies and annual flowers will be arriving soon after.
Our annuals flowers and vegetables are all locally
sourced keeping our motto “live local, buy local” alive!
This year the nursery will be filled with a large array of perennials,
trees, and shrubs along with more fruits to help keep your
grocery store bills down. There is no better way than to energize
the kids to go out and “pick their own”, so let’s get them growing!
From all of us at your local North Wellington Co-op, have a safe
spring!

691 10th Street
Hanover ON N4N 1S1
ph: 519-364-4777 fx: 519-364-7128
hanover@northwellington.ca

404 Main Street South
Mount Forest ON N0G 2L3
ph: 519-323-1271 fx: 519-323-3438
mountforest@northwellington.ca

