MARCH 2020
General Manager’s Message
On the land in five weeks? Spring
is close, or so the groundhogs and
even Lucy the Lobster say. Now on
to the lions and lambs of March, and
the…April showers! For March, the
Farmer’s Almanac calls for an average
temperature of -3 (3 degrees below
average) and 70 mm of precipitation
(10 mm below average). We’ll see how it goes.			

your Chick Club Card to earn FREE FEED!

Our field staff report that there is still some indecision with
respect to planting intentions for the coming season. I encourage
you to review production and management options with your
field man or your branch staff to cover off uncommitted acres as
soon as possible. Seed supplies are tightening up and, of course,
the best varieties sell out first. Plan on picking up your seed in
Harriston on March 26th for a chance to win a great new Rancher
chainsaw!

Be sure to attend the Special Member Information Meeting in
Mildmay on March 26th. Members will learn about the proposed
amalgamation agreement between North Wellington and Huron
Bay Co-operatives, ask questions and vote on the resolution to
proceed with the amalgamation process.

With the prospect of an early spring, our garden centre team is
really getting wound up! They have found some awesome live
goods specials for you, and have lots of our exclusive 10-10-10 all
purpose lawn and garden fertilizer on order for you.
The feed division is also gearing up for spring. Mark your
calendars for our annual Sheep Day on March 14th in Mount
Forest. Contact your local branch for details on this premier
industry event. Chick delivery dates are out. Contact your local
branch to order your healthy day-old chicks. Be sure to pick up

Item of the Month

Our Energy Division thanks you for working with our staff
throughout the season. Providing three days’ notice for your
delivery requirements, trimming your trees, keeping driveways
clear and marked improves our service capabilities to all
customers. Now is a good time to take a look at fuel storage
tanks. Contact your local branch, your driver, or Suzan or Carla
in our Harriston office, for pump and hose repairs, tank leveling,
paint, and filters!

Watch out for the lions and lambs of March. Happy St. Patrick’s
Day on the 17th. Welcome daylight savings time on the 8th and
first day of spring on the 19th!
Regards,

Kelly Boyle, General Manager

Notice of Special Member Meeting
A special member meeting is being held to consider and,
if thought fit, to pass a special resolution authorizing the
amalgamation of North Wellington Co-operative Services Inc.
and Huron Bay Co-operative Inc.
The meeting will be held on March 26th, 2020 at Mildmay
Carrick Recreation Complex, 24 Vincent St., Mildmay.
Registration begins at 6:30 pm, and the meeting called to order
at 7:00 pm.
Identification will be required at registration.
Meeting materials are available at all NWC branches and on our
website at www.northwellington.ca.
Contact Kelly Boyle, General Manager, in the Harriston or
Teeswater Office for more information.
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Energy Notes
Mother Nature cannot make up her mind this winter, Temperature
swings make delivery scheduling and driveway conditions
challenging for our team. Many thanks to everyone for keeping
those driveways clean, and a special thanks to customers who
provide pathways right to your tanks!
We have been very busy with petroleum max price contracts over
the last month, and by the time we go to print we have likely set a
new record for the co-op on litres booked through fuel contracts
at a given time. It’s nice to see that we are able to provide
protection to our customers through such a great program. Max
price contracts allow you to set a “Max price” for your fuel over a
6 or 12 month term, while still enjoying a lower price if prices go
down. If you are interested in pricing and cost of the program,
please contact the energy team!
As we start to approach spring, we are starting to think about
spring fuel requirements. If you think your tank or pump is in need
of repair or replacement, please contact us. We would love to get
this looked after for you before the spring rush.
We are starting to work through required tank inspections, don’t
be alarmed if you see an NWC service truck in your yard in the
coming months as we work towards completing the inspections.
These inspections will help identify maintenance and upgrade
requirements for tanks and equipment, while also helping us
update our records for better tracking in the future.
There are many ways to contact the Energy Division with your
inquiries or order needs. Please see below or scan the QR
code. Please note the “Cell” number provided receives text
messages ONLY.

Garden Corner
Fruit Tree Spray Schedule
Tips on proper fruit tree spraying times are normally dependent
on the types of sprays used. Here are the most common types for
spraying fruit trees and the best time for spraying trees to prevent
future issues.
General-purpose spray – The easiest way to take care of all possible
pests and problems with your fruit trees is by using a generalpurpose spray mixture. You won’t need to identify every pest and
disease that is bothering your tree, and it will cover those you
might even miss. Check the label and use a mix that is labeled for
fruit tree use only.
Dormant sprays – To take care of scale insects, apply a substance
called dormant oil. Dormant oils should be used early in the
spring, before the leaf buds begin to open. They can cause
damage to trees if you use them when the temperature drops
below 4 C, so check the weather for the next week before using
these oils. Most fruit trees only need dormant oils applied about
every five years, unless there is a large infestation problem in the
area.
Fungicide sprays – Use a fungicidal spray early in the season to
eliminate scab disease, such as with peaches. You can wait a bit
longer in the spring to use this spray but do so before the leaves
have opened. These general-purpose fungicides should always be
used when the daytime temperatures are steadily around 15 C.
Insecticidal sprays – Use insecticidal spray when the flower petals
fall to take care of most fruit tree pests. The only exception to this
rule for home use is probably the codling moth. To take care of
this common insect, spray the trees again two weeks after the
petals fall, and one final time in the middle of summer to take care
of the second generation of moths that often arrives.
No matter what type of spray you’re using on your fruit trees, take
care to never use them just when the blooms are opening. This
will avoid damaging the bees that are so important for pollination
and fruit development.

Curling Bonspiel

Sheep Day
North Wellington Co-op is hosting our annual Sheep Day on
Saturday, March 14, 2020 at 9 am at the Mount Forest and District
Sports Complex.
To register or for more information, please contact our Mount
Forest Branch at 519-323-1271 or mountforest@northwellington.ca.

Thank you to everyone that participated in our 4th Annual
Farmer’s Curling Bonspiel held on February 15 at the Harriston
Curling Club. Special thanks to our sponsors Corteva, Syngenta,
NuFarm, Snobelen Farms, PRIDE Seeds, DEKALB and C&M Seeds.
Pictured here are the winners of the bonspiel from left to right: Jay
Lennox (lead), Allan Jones (second), Dave Tilker (skip) and Brent
Zeinstra (vice).

Harriston Classifieds
Industrial Hydraulic Oil (ISO 32)
205 L Drum.
Only one drum remaining!
3985013
Regular: $685.19
Sale: $530.00

NWC Pasture Tour - Save the Date!
On June 24, 2020, North Wellington Co-op will be hosting a
pasture tour in the Mount Forest area. Save the date and watch
for details in the coming months!
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Voice From the Field

Grower Pesticide Safety Courses

Frost Seeding for Pasture Renovation
Do you have a pasture that is getting run down? Do you want to
thicken up a productive grass field? Then you should consider
frost seeding! This is the best way to thicken-up your stands,
without having to rip-up the field and start again. We often get
questions about when to do a broadcast frost seeding, and far too
often people want to do it in May. This is usually too late, as we
need some repetitive frosts (hence the name) to get the seeds into
the ground. Depending on what your goal is for your hay field or
paddock, it will determine as to what grass or clover species/mix
will work best for you. If you are considering frost seeding, go talk
to your NWC Crop Specialist or branch manager.
Spring is around the corner - Are You Ready?
With spring just around the corner—are you ready for it? Do you
know what your crop fertility programs are? Have you lined up all
of your seed? What are your herbicide and fungicide programs for
your crops? Have you thought about which cover crop you will be
using on your farm this year? If you answered ‘NO’ to anyone of
these questions, talk to your NWC Crop Specialist to discuss which
strategy/option works best for your farm.
Cover Cropping - Red Clover a great option!
With spring around the corner, we have our first opportunity to
sow a cover crop—red clover. This can be done in either your
winter cereal or spring cereal crop. If you are broadcasting into
your winter wheat stand or sowing with your spring cereal, aim
for a 5-7 lbs/ac. Double cut and single cut clover are both good
options, but keep in mind, Double can get taller than single. When
broadcasting, best to overlap to ensure good seed coverage over
the field. According to OMAFRA numbers, a good red clover stand
can provide the next year’s corn crop up to 50lbs of nitrogen.
Additionally, there are several benefits to adding a cover crop in
the rotation which include, building organic matter, improving soil
tilth, sequestering crop nutrients, breaking up compaction layers,
and many more. If you have any further questions about red
clover or any other cover crop, contact your NWC Crop Specialist.
Seed Pick Up Day
Seed Pick Up Day is Thursday, March 26, 2020 at the Harriston
Branch. Pick up your seed and join us for lunch! Carrie McLean,
PRIDE Seeds Agronomist and Todd Woodhouse, DEKALB Seed
Agronomist will be on hand to talk about new corn and soybean
hybrids for 2020 and beyond. If you would like to book your seed
pickup, please contact Justine in Harriston.
If you take delivery of seed or pick up your seed on or before March
26, your name will be entered into a draw for your chance to win a
Husqvarna chainsaw! To schedule your delivery, call the Harriston
Branch at 519-338-2331.

56 Margaret St S, PO Box 700
Harriston ON N0G 1Z0
ph: 519-338-2331 fx: 519-338-3513
harriston@northwellington.ca

377 Garafraxa St S
Durham ON N0G 1R0
ph: 519-369-2415 fx: 519-369-6383
durham@northwellington.ca

People together are stronger

Mount Forest: Friday, March 20, 2020, Mount Forest Fire Hall.
For more details or to sign-up contact Justine Lennox at
519-338-2331 or by e-mail to jlennox@northwellington.ca. To
arrange payment, please call the Ontario Pesticide Education
Program office at 1-800-652-8573.
Cost of the course and/or exam is $105 payable to the University
of Guelph. Books can be picked up in Harriston or Mount Forest at
no charge, just call ahead to ensure we have a copy for you.

Chick Days
Chick Days are here!
North Wellington Co-op sources quality day old chicks, started,
layer breeds , started turkeys and ready to lays from Frey’s
Hatchery.
Delivery Days for 2020 are as follows:
March 24, April 7 & 21, May 5 & 19, June 2, 16 & 29, August 4,
September 15 & 29.
We suggest that you order your birds at least 4 weeks in advance
and that you have meat birds booked in for processing before
ordering.
To order, contact your local branch.

Chick Days Colouring Contest
North Wellington Co-op is hosting a Chick Days Colouring Contest!
Colouring sheets are available to print from our website, at the
counter at your local branch and on the back of this newsletter.
Return your coloured page to any of our 4 branches by March 31
for your chance to win! Returned pages will be posted in the store
in promotion of our chick days!
For more information, call any of our 4 branches.
Happy Colouring!

From the Feed Pen

691 10th Street
Hanover ON N4N 1S1
ph: 519-364-4777 fx: 519-364-7128
hanover@northwellington.ca

404 Main Street South
Mount Forest ON N0G 2L3
ph: 519-323-1271 fx: 519-323-3438
mountforest@northwellington.ca

RETURN COMPLETED PICTURE TO:

NAME: ______________________________ AGE: _______
PHONE:______________________________
E:MAIL: ______________________________

